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For three new private schools slated
to open this fall in Asheville, it’s not the
same old, same old. Each offers a specif-
ic slant, directed by seasoned educators
who are passionate about what they’re
doing and feel they’re filling an impor-
tant niche.

What sets these schools apart from
most public school settings? Smaller
class sizes and a specialized curriculum.

French Broad River Academy
The idea of an all-boys middle school

with a focus on hands-on learning didn’t
come to Will Yeiser in a flash of inspira-
tion. Instead, he says, it was the culmina-
tion of everything he’s done during the
past nearly two decades.

A longtime whitewater paddling,
kayak and ski instructor, Yeiser brought
his public middle school students to the
French Broad River to help “make learn-
ing relevant and purposeful” and to
share his passion for protecting natural
resources. Also a Spanish teacher, he
created a Spanish immersion program,
bringing a group of middle school stu-
dents to Costa Rica.

Charlotte Riddle, of Hendersonville,
says she’s looking forward to her son
having these same opportunities at the
French Broad River Academy, which will
also emphasize service and community
outreach.

“By applying the standard curriculum
to the outdoors, it’s an opportunity for a
more engaging middle school experi-
ence,” she says.

The school will provide a rigorous
academic program combined with regu-

lar international travel and study, in-
cluding a Spanish language curriculum;
interdisciplinary, project-based learning;
and outdoor education. It will also be
specially tailored to meet the particular
needs of boys, Yeiser adds.

“The two men running the program
are exemplary role models,” Riddle says.
“They’re providing an opportunity to
excite kids about learning and the world
around them.”

Where: Location to be finalized soon.
Contact: Will Yeiser, director; 713-9734

or fbriveracademy.org
Grades: Sixth (seventh and eighth to be

A different approach
3 new schools offer
nontraditional
learning experiences
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SPECIAL TO WNC PARENT 
Roots + Wings School of Art, in Asheville, has added a preschool, to begin this fall. The school also
offers a variety of classes, camps and parties, as well as family and private art sessions.
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added in subsequent years) 
Hours: 9 a.m.–3 p.m. (9 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Wednesdays)
Tuition: $9,000
First day of school: Sept. 8
Other: Mini-camp/induction for in-

coming students, Aug. 28–Sept. 2

Visual Arts Preschool, Roots +
Wings School of Art

For Amy Grace’s 3-year-old daughter,
the new Visual Arts Preschool at the
Roots + Wings School of Art will be her
first school experience. Grace, of Fletch-
er, says they chose the school because it
was small “with a nurturing environ-
ment and a strong arts-based curricu-
lum.”

The Visual Arts Preschool features a
traditional preschool curriculum, but
with themes built around art and music
from around the world, and regular vis-
its from artists and musicians.

Roots + Wings founder Ginger
Huebner, an artist, visual art instructor,
and mother of two small children, says
that parents would ask her where they
could bring their young kids to do art.
She didn’t have many answers for them,
which inspired her to open a school
where Asheville’s large community of
professional artists can connect with
kids and their families, she says.

Roots + Wings School of Art also
offers a variety of classes, camps, open
studio time, parties and private art ses-
sions for kids, adults and families.

“Ginger is actively involved in the
community and is open to parent sug-
gestions,” Grace says. “She is focused on
making this program successful.”

Where: The Cathedral of All Souls, 3
Angle St. (Biltmore Village), Asheville

Contact: Ginger Huebner, director;
545-4827 or rootsandwingsarts.com

Ages: Mixed-aged classroom, ages 3-6 
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(must be potty trained) 
Hours: 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Monday-

Thursday, two- or four-day enrollment
First day of school: Aug. 17
Tuition: $220 per month for two-day

enrollment, $340 per month for four days
($50 registration fee, $150 annual materi-
als fee, 10 percent reduction for siblings).

Montessori Elementary School of
Asheville

Interest in a Montessori education is
high in Asheville, says Shaun Gerson,
director of Montessori Elementary
School of Asheville. While several Mon-
tessori schools nearby already offer
programs for younger children, his
school will serve the elementary-aged
set.

An American Montessori Society
trained teacher, Gerson has been teach-
ing for 10 years and says that there are
many misconceptions about the Mon-
tessori setting.

“Most people think Montessori is
total freedom without structure,” he
says. “But it’s freedom within certain

limits and choices within a daily struc-
ture.

“Students progress at their own pace
and the child-centered environment
encourages cooperative work, problem
solving and social communication.”

Montessori Elementary School also
offers specialized classes like art, Span-
ish, physical education, drama, music
and woodworking.

MaryAnn and Erik Curl, who live near
Mars Hill, plan to send their 6-year-old
son to the school. It’s a perfect match for
the Curls, who were looking for a school
where children aren’t confined to desks
for long periods of time and instruction
doesn’t focus on “teaching toward the
test,” says MaryAnn. The mixed-age
grouping, in which younger students can
learn from their older classmates, was
also a draw.

Where: 235-D Weaverville Highway,
Asheville

Contact: Shaun Gerson, director; 367-
0259 or mesasheville.com

Ages: Mixed-aged classroom, ages 6-9
or first to third grade (fourth to sixth
grade class to be added next year) 

Hours: 8:15 a.m.-2:45 a.m. Monday-Fri-
day

First day of school: Aug. 24 (orientation/
partial school day: August 20-21)

Tuition: Call or e-mail mesashe-
ville@gmail.com for enrollment package

Pam J. Hecht is a freelance writer and
editor based in Asheville. E-mail her at
pamjh8@gmail.com.

SPECIAL TO WNC PARENT
Montessori Elementary School of Asheville
opens this fall.
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